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former senator of Ohio George 
Voinovich and Cleveland city 
councilman Mr. Michael Polensek. 
Ambassador Kirn presented 
Slovenia and its role within 
the European Union, as well 
as emphasized the importance 
of the international school 
exchange programs. On the 
occasion, Slovenian entrepreneur 
Mr. Robert Grah presented his 

company as an example of 
successful international business 
cooperation. Ambassador 
Kirn also gave a lecture at the 
Collinwood High School.
 At an event at the 
InterContinental Hotel in 
Cleveland, Ambassador Kirn 
discussed Slovenia’s pathway 
towards democracy and 
international integrations, 

From left: Consul General Jure Žmauc, Senator George Voinovich, Ambassador Roman 
Kirn with Robert Grah and Tilen Grah from GRAH Lighting.

Ambassador

Kirn
Visits
Cleveland
 On October 10-13, 
2012 Ambassador Roman 
Kirn visited Cleveland, 
Ohio, home to the largest 
Slovenian community 
outside of Slovenia. 
 Upon his arrival, 
Ambassador Kirn met with Mayor 
Frank G. Jackson with whom he 
discussed the opportunities for 
business cooperation between 
Slovenia and the State of Ohio. 
Mayor Jackson visited Slovenia 
last year.
 Ambassador Kirn held 
a series of lectures at the Villa 
Angela Saint Joseph High School 
that he visited jointly with 
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whereas Mr. Bob Hopkins, 
businessman and president of 
the Slovenian National Home and 
Slovenian Museum and Archives 
in Cleveland talked about the 
development, technology and 
business opportunities between 
the two countries. On the topic, 
Consul General of Slovenia Jure 
Žmauc presented to the audience 
of more than 80 participants the 
Slovenian–American Business 
Association (S-ABA).
 On Saturday, October 
13, Ambassador Kirn was 
interviewed for a showcase of 
station TV 3, where he also met 
with the station’s director Mr. 
Brooke Spectorsky. Moreover, 
Ambassador Kirn visited the 
Cleveland Clinic, where he was 
welcomed by its CEO Dr. Toby 
Cosgrove. They both agreed 
on further cooperation between 
Ljubljana Clinical Center and 
Cleveland Clinic, which have 
been holding exchange seminars 
for specialized doctors of both 
centers. Furthermore, the 

ambassador met with Bishop 
Rochard Lennon of the Cleveland 
diocese.
 Later that evening, 
Ambassador Kirn and Consul 
General Jure Žmauc were guests 
of honor at the Polka Hall of Fame, 
where they addressed members 
of the Slovenian community.

 The visit and the outreach 
program in Cleveland have been 
made possible by Mr. John Lecky  
of the Villa Angela Saint Joseph 
High School within his program 
Our World Today - Your World 
Tomorrow and the Consulate 
General of Slovenia in Cleveland, 
OH.

From left: Joe Valencic, Ambassador Roman Kirn and Tony Petkovšek at the 
Polka Hall of Fame.

 On Thursday, October 
18, 2012, Ambassador Kirn 
participated in an event 
organized by The Washington 
Times on occasion of the U.N. 
International Day of Peace.
 Over 100 eminent guests 
and members of the diplomatic 
corps were welcomed by Mrs. 
Tomiko Duggan, Director of 
Public Affairs at the Universal 
Peace Federation (UPF) DC Of! ce 
to the event, moderated by Mr. 
Larry Mof! tt, Vice President of the 
Washington Times Foundation. 
Speakers included Mr. Thomas 
P. McDevitt; Ms. Cynthia Turner; 

and Ambassador Roman Kirn.  
Mr. McDevitt, chairman of the 
daily The Washington Times, 
on the occasion, paid tribute to 
the founder of the newspaper 
and great philanthropist Rev. 
Dr. Sun Myung Moon as well as 
read the statement written for 
the occasion by Mr. M.B.L. Keita, 
Ambassador of the Republic of 
Mali.
 Cynthia Turner, the 
President of Seraphim Global, 
an organization that provides 
health care, community 
development, social services, 
clean water and sanitation to 

  EVENTS

Ambassador Kirn Honored by UPF

Ambassador Kirn addressing the 
audience.
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 GRAH Lighting is an 
integral part of GRAH Group, 
which has over 15 years of 
experience with development 
and production of automotive 
LED lights, wire harnesses, and 
many other high-tech electronic 
parts for automotive industry. 
 GRAH Group was one of 
the ! rst ones on the market to 
utilize LED technology in lighting 
and automotive signalization. 
The ! rst automobile in serial 
production equipped with 
GRAH’s LED rear lighting was 
the Cadillac deVille. Since then, 
SG Automotive has been known 
as quality producer of lighting 
elements for leading automotive 
manufactures like Mercedes-
Benz, BMW, Audi, Porsche, 
Maybach, VW, Ford, GM, Nissan, 

Volvo, Toyota, and others.
 Today, the GRAH Group 
consists of a group of integrated 
and subsidiary companies of 
GRAH Automotive, based in 
Slovenia, United States (Detroit), 
Germany, Serbia, Russia, and 
United Arab Emirates. After years 
of successful production of lights 
for the automotive industry, 
production has diversi! ed into 
lighting in general, marine 
lighting and military lighting.  

   Since 2009, 
GRAH Lighting, as a division 
of SG Automotive, is fully 
specialized in energy ef! cient 
LED street lighting, industrial 
and of! ce lighting. Moreover, 
its products are without harmful 
substances and pollution free 
with an implemented waste 
management system. For 
more information see: www.
grahlighting.eu.

  BUSINESS

GRAH Lighting

marginalized and hard-to-reach 
rural communities, was joined 
on stage by Ambassador Kirn, 
who delivered a speech on 
the importance of the United 
Nations’ role on the issue of 
each country’s responsibility to 
protect its citizens as well as 
the international community’s 
responsibility to provide this 
protection when countries fail 
to do that. He also highlighted 
the initiative of Prime Minister 
of Slovenia Mr. Janez Janša at 
the UN General Assembly how 
to strengthen the Convention 
on Genocide. In conclusion he 
stressed that peace is the highest 
value of the human race and the 
essence of human rights.
 Both guests of honor, Ms. 
Turner and Ambassador Kirn, 
on the occasion were awarded 
recognition as “Ambassadors 

for Peace” by the Universal 
Peace Federation. Launched in 
2001, Ambassadors for Peace 
has become the world’s largest 
and most diverse network of 

peace leaders who stand on the 
common ground of universal 
moral principles, promoting 
reconciliation, overcoming 
barriers, and building peace.

Ambassador Kirn and Ms. Cynthia Turner were awarded recognition as  
“Ambassadors for Peace.”
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 On October 12, the Nobel 
peace prize was awarded to the 
European Union by the selection 
committee appointed by the 
Norwegian parliament. The Nobel 
Committee cited E.U. member 
states’ work to advance peace 
and reconciliation, democracy 
and human rights. 
Nobel committee chairman 
Thorbjoern Jagland stated that 
“the stabilizing part played by 
the European Union has helped 
to transform a once-torn Europe 
from a continent of war to a 
continent of peace”.
 The High Representative 
of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy Catherine 
Ashton, stated on the occasion: 
“I am delighted at the news that 
the European Union has been 
awarded the 2012 Nobel Peace 
Prize, in recognition of its work 
on reconciliation, democracy, 
promotion of human rights and in 
enlarging the area of peace and 
stability across the continent.”
 In a joint statement, the 
President of the European Council 
Herman Van Rompuy and the 
President of the Commission José 
Manuel Barroso said:”At its origins 
the European Union brought 
together nations emerging from 
the ruins of devastating World 
Wars – which originated on this 
continent – and united them in a 
project for peace. Over the last 
sixty years, the European Union 
has reuni! ed a continent split 
by the Cold War around values 
of respect for human dignity, 
freedom, democracy, equality, 
the rule of law and respect for 
human rights.”
 The idea of a united 

Europe began to take on a more 
de! ned shape when, on May 
9, 1950, then French Foreign 
Minister Robert Schuman 
proposed that France and the 
Federal Republic of Germany pool 
their coal and steel resources in 
a new organization that other 
European countries could join. 
May 9 is every year celebrated as 
“Europe Day”.
 Schuman’s idea was 
taken forward and in 1951 
the European Coal and Steel 
Community was formed by the 
six founding member countries: 
Belgium, France, West Germany, 
Italy, Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands. These six member 
states later (in 1957) signed the 
Treaty of Rome, forming the 
European Economic Community 
(EEC). This created a common 
market of the member countries, 
allowing goods and services to 
move freely among them.
 The United Kingdom, 
along with Ireland and Denmark, 
acceded to the EEC in 1973, 
and in the 1980s, it was joined 
by Greece, Spain, and Portugal. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall made 
membership possible for several 
Central and Eastern European 
countries, thereby opening a 
new era in European history, 
particularly after the creation in 
late 1993 of the European Union 
by the Maastricht Treaty. Over 
time, the E.U. has grown from 
six countries to 27, absorbing 
countries in Eastern Europe as 
they emerged from decades 
under communist rule.
 The admission of Croatia as 
a member next year, the opening 
of membership negotiations with 
Montenegro, and the granting 
of candidate status to Serbia 
all strengthen the process of 
reconciliation in the Balkans. In 
the past decade, the possibility of 
E.U. membership for Turkey has 
also advanced democracy and 
human rights in that country.
 The work of the E.U. 
represents “fraternity between 
nations”, and amounts to a 
form of the “peace congresses” 
to which Alfred Nobel refers as 
criteria for the Peace Prize in his 
1895 will.

  NOBEL PRIZE

E.U. Awarded Nobel Peace Prize

European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, left, receives " owers 
from Norway’s ambassador to the EU Atle Leikvoll, after the 2012 Nobel Peace 
Prize was given to the EU.
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 An overview of 
amazing and undeniable 
Slovenian American 
inventions and innovations 
by Dr. Edvard Gobec – part 
1.
 At the New York World 
Fair (1964-1965), the $250,000 
“car of the future,” designed 
and manufactured by Slovenian 
immigrant John Bucik , was one 
of America’s major attractions 
and sources of pride. Many other 
magni! cent cars designed by 
Bucik received awards and were 
featured in American automobile 
and sports magazines, not to 
mention his mini submarine 
and his architectural and artistic 
achievements.
 Edward Stokel , head of 
General Motors Truck and Coach 
Division (1974-1986) and widely 
known as “Mr. Bus,” was in 
charge of design and production 
of a staggering number of 
18,851 G.M. buses, used by 
countless millions of commuters 
and travelers throughout the 
United States and Canada.

 Dr. Hilary Rolih , 
chairman of the Board of George 
G. Sharp, a leading marine 
systems and design corporation, 
was as designer, supervisor and 
executive responsible for design 
of ferries, such as Staten Island 
Ferry, of SS Austral Entente (the 
largest U.S. " ag deep freeze 
container ship), of tankers, 
! reboats and of more than 1,500 
new Sharp designs, about 300 
ship conversion designs, and 
innumerable ship modi! cations.
 Among the many 
magni! cent contributors 
to American aviation, we 
introduced three great names: 
Stupar, Raspet and Sutter.
Max Stupar , an immigrant 
from Metlika, Slovenia, was 
an aviation pioneer, who 
was already as early as 1910 
involved in serial production of 
standardized interchangeable 
airplane parts. He built many of 
the earliest American exhibition 
and travel planes, mail planes, 
a patented hydroplane, and 
several models of commercial 
and military planes. Stupar 
concluded his career by planning 
and directing mass production 
of B-29 " ying fortresses at the 
Bell Aircraft Corporation in its 
Marietta bomber plant in Atlanta, 
Georgia. He was described by 
The Atlanta Journal of Nov. 28, 
1944, as “father of mass aviation 
production.”
 Dr. August Raspet , 
an internationally prominent 
aerophysicist, was researcher, 
inventor and designer of 
spectacular modern lightweight 
aircraft in whose honor the Raspet 
Flight Research Laboratory at the 

University of Mississippi and the 
Raspet Memorial Awards have 
been named. As stated by Dr. 
Bruce H. Carmichael in Soaring 
(August, 1960), “the in" uence of 
Dr. Raspet on airplane design is 
felt all over the world.”
 And the great modern 
aviation giant and the preeminent 
designer of Boeing 747 Joseph 
Sutter  is son of Slovenian 
immigrant father Frank Suhadolc 
(whose name was changed to 
Sutter). According to astronaut 
Neil Armstrong, Sutter’s plane 
“forever changed long distance 
travel.” The U.S. Presidents’ Air 
Force One, perhaps the most 
prestigious plane in the world, is 
also a modi! ed 747. In addition, 
half of the world’s goods shipped 
by air are transported by 747 
freighters. The 747 R Domestic, 
redesigned short-range shuttles 
“connect major cities of Japan, 
transporting daily masses of 
passengers and cargo. Without 
them, Japan’s economic growth 
would have been sti" ed.”  

(To be continued.)

  HERITAGE

Slovenian American Inventors and Innovators 

John Bucik in his “car of the future” at 
New York World Fair, 1964.

Joseph Sutter (Suhadolc), Father of 
747, including Air Force One
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 Logarska dolina (Logar 
Valley) is one of Europe’s most 
beautiful glacial Alpine valleys. 
Lying nestled deep in the heart 
of the Kamnik-Savinja Alps, it 
is an excellent starting point 
for numerous hiking excursions 
into the mountains. Today’s 
picturesque appearance of the 
Logar Valley, surrounded by 
mountains over 2000m (6560 
ft) high (Kr o! "ka, Ojstrica, 
Planjava, Brana, Turska gora, 
Rinke, etc.) was created by a 
huge glacier during the last ice 
age.
 The valley is 4.5 miles 
long and consists of three parts: 
Log and Plest feature beautiful 
meadows, while Kot is mostly 
covered by forests. The Logar 
Valley is known for its numerous 
waterfalls, one of which is the 
Rinka Falls, one of the highest 
free-falling waterfalls in Slovenia. 
The steep valley slopes have 
been adorned by nature with a 
plethora of caves. 
 The beauty of the Logar 
Valley is re# ected in the pristine 

  TOURISM

Logarska Dolina

not only of the Logar Valley but 
also of the Sol"avsko region as 
well as the Savinja Valley. They 
constituted an integral part of 
agricultural holdings, as they 
were used to store foodstuffs, 
especially grain. Some of them 
are still used in their primary 
function.
 In the 19th century, 
charcoal burning was widely 
practiced in the Logar Valley. 
Charcoal was used by the 
locals at smithies and was 
also exported, mostly to Bad 
Eisenkappel. Charcoal burning 
changed the appearance of the 
valley, as a lot of beech trees 
in the natural forests were cut 
down. In commemoration of 
those times, a charcoal burner’s 
hut has been erected.
 Along the trail through 
the Logar Valley, there is also a 
woodcutter’s hut and beside it a 
wooden log chute. In the past, 
day after day, lumberjacks got 
up at dawn to work in distant 
forests. Hard manual work using 
axes and handsaws, sleeping in 
bunk beds made with bracken 
or leaves, and simple food were 

A view of Logarska Dolina.

state of the environment and the 
numerous natural features. The 
valley and the mountainsides 
boast a variety of mountain 
# owers, some of which are very 
rare or even endangered. On 
Okrešelj, in the botanic oasis, 
and elsewhere in the park, you 
can admire slipper orchids, 
Carniolan lilies, auriculas, 
Zois’s bell# owers, gentians, 
edelweisses and Kamnik orchids. 
The wider region of the Logar 
Valley is home to the golden 
eagle and the peregrine falcon. 
At higher altitudes, you can see 
chamoises and ibexes, and on 
the mountains you can also see 
Jezersko-Sol"ava sheep.     
The natural diversity is also 
re# ected by the multitude of 
protected monuments, as the 
park contains seven natural 
monuments and 35 natural 
assets of national and local 
importance.
 The farms, which through 
centuries have shaped the 
cultural landscape, have also left 
their mark on the region. The 
wooden granaries or “kašte” 
are part of the rich heritage Rinka Falls.
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constant companions of the 
lumberjacks during the cutting 
and storing of wood. Logs were 
transported from the distant 
forests down into the valleys 
by means of wooden chutes, 
mostly during the winter. During 
spring, when water levels were 
high due to the melting snow, 
the logs were joined into rafts 
and ! oated down the Savinja 

park has received a Future in 
the Alps Award from CIPRA 
(International Commission for 
Protection of the Alps) for the 
successful management of a 
protected area. The adjacent 
valley, Robanov kot, which, 
along with Matkov kot, exhibits a 
typical feature of the Sol"avsko 
region – three parallel Alpine 
glacial valleys - has also been 
protected as a regional park 
since 1987. 

river to the sawmills. 
 The Logar Valley was 
declared a landscape park in 
1987 as it has been building 
its image upon nature-friendly 
sustainable development and a 
high-quality tourist offer giving 
an opportunity for relaxation in 
a peaceful ambience as well as 
for hiking, cycling, horseback 
riding, photo hunting, etc. The 

 Travel-Slovenija.com is 
a new independent web portal 
dedicated to video promotion 
of Slovenian touristic, historical, 
cultural and natural wonders and 
was created in order to present 
Slovenia to the world in its best 
image. The Travel-Slovenija 
team wants to encourage the 
people from tourist organizations 
as well as all other individuals to 
participate in the creation of this 
large and continually developing 
video collection. 
 In a picturesque 
collection, more than 140 # lms 
from various Slovenian regions, 

classi# ed into many useful 
categories, are accessible. 
Browsing helps to # nd shorts that 
represent culinary specialties 
of Slovenia, karst underground 
world, the Adriatic Sea, the Alps 
and more. 
 The Travel-Slovenija 
team is trying to publish as 
many high-quality # lms as 
possible in several languages, 
and thus bring them to the 
viewers around the world. The 
team encourages forwarding 
links to those who have not yet 
visited Slovenia, and for whom 
watching the movies on the 

  TOURISM

Travel-Slovenija.com

portal would be the # rst contact 
with the wonderful countryside 
of Slovenia.
 To have a look at the video 
collection visit: www.travel-
slovenija.com. You can also 
visit the Facebook page www.
facebook.com/TravelSlovenija, 
where you will # nd out about 
all developments in the video 
portal and be up-to-date on all 
the new movies in the growing 
collection.

Carniolan lilies.

Palenk Falls.
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  CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

 The Centre of Excellence 
for Integrated Approaches in 
Chemistry and Biology of Proteins 
(CIPKeBiP) links knowledge, 
experience and technology 
of top Slovenian research 
groups involved in research in 
biomedicine, biotechnology and 
understanding of life in extreme 
conditions. 
 CIPKeBiP connects 
expertise, knowhow and 
technology of top Slovenian 
research laboratories in protein 
science, thus emphasizing 
biomedical relevance of the 
applied project (priority health 
and life sciences). The Centre is 
coordinated by the Department 
of Biochemistry and Molecular 
and Structural Biology at Jožef 
Štefan Institute, the leading 
edge of Slovenian biochemical 
science, and includes institutions 
from central and northeastern 
region of Slovenia as well 
as small, medium and large 
industrial entities. 
 The main research 
targets of CIPKeBiP are proteins 
together with their DNA and 
RNA. All together represent the 
corner stone of all molecular 
processes in living organisms and 
cells. The transfer of knowledge 

in the industry environment is 
integrated into the research of 
the Centre of excellence. The 
research work is organized in 
one research group led by Prof. 
Dr. Dušan Turk and carried 
out in four research areas: 
mechanisms and pathways of 
immune response; intra- and 
inter-cellular communication; 
adaptation mechanisms of 
extremo! les to environment; 
and protein bank: production 
and storage of proteins and their 
complexes. 
 Extensive international 
collaboration and membership 
in international bodies such as 
the pan-European infrastructure 
project INSTRUCT help CIPKeBiP 
access cutting edge technologies 
and knowhow and adapt them 
to its needs. In the areas such as 
protein production, analysis and 
structure determination, high 
throughput/output (parallel) 
methodological approaches 
are applied by minimizing 
the required volumes. These 
technologies are used in studies 
with a speci! c biological focus 
of high scienti! c relevance and 
of high biomedical (infectious 
diseases, signaling pathways) 
and environmental (adaption 

CIPKeBiP

mechanisms of extremo! les) 
importance. High-pro! le 
research drives and assures the 
development of technological 
expertise and knowhow which 
are applied in several projects 
relevant for industrial partners, 
with drug discovery, optimization 
and drug synthesis being the 
target technology developments. 
 The created knowledge 
is continuously monitored and 
evaluated as a driving force for 
increasing competitiveness of 
small biotech as well as medium/
large pharmaceutical companies. 
The enhanced synergy of this 
partnership fosters education 
of highly quali! ed and skilled 
personnel at the beginning of 
their scienti! c careers for the 
needs of academic and industrial 
research. 
For more information about the 
work of the CIPKeBiP please visit 
http://www.cipkebip.org/ .

Super-resolution optical microscopy to 
study subcellular organelles.
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 Presidential elections will 
be held on November 11, 2012  
at the Embassy of the Republic of 
Slovenia in Washington D.C. and the 
Consulate General of the Republic 
of Slovenia in Cleveland. If required, 
the second election round will be 
held on December 2, 2012. Voting 
at the Embassy of the Republic 
of Slovenia in Washington D.C., 
located at 2410 California Street, 
NW, Washington D.C., 20008, will be 
possible between 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm local time . 
 Slovenian citizens with 
registered residence (»stalno 
prebivališ!e«) in the United 
States can vote in person at the 

above listed representations or 
by mail. Instructions and voting 
material, which will include two 
of! cial blank ballots for the ! rst 
and possible second round of 
elections, will be sent to the voter’s 
permanent residence address 
abroad. 
 Slovenian citizens with 
registered residence in the United 
States may check whether they 
are listed in the electoral register 
and if their information (name, 
address) in the register is correct. 
Voters can call the Consular of! ce 
at the Embassy of Slovenia in 
Washington D.C. at (202)386-
6613 or (202)386-6614. Calls will 

  ANNOUNCEMENT

Presidential Elections
be accepted until October 26, 
2012; Monday through Friday, 
9:30 am – 12:00 pm.
 Slovenian citizens 
with registered residence 
in Slovenia and visiting 
or temporarily residing 
(»za!asno prebivališ!e«) 
in the United States can 
vote in person at the listed 
representations or by mail only 
if they have registered with the 
National Electoral Commission by 
October 11, 2012. 
 Detailed information on 
presidential is available on the 
website of the National Electoral 
Commission www.dvk.gov.si. 

 An exhibition by free-
lance photographer Manca Juvan 
“Afghanistan (Un)Ordinary Lives” 
was opened on Friday, October 12 
at the MC Gallery in New York and 
followed by a discussion on re" ecting 
past and current development 
policies of international community 
in Afghanistan.
 Manca Juvan was joined by 
speakers Matthew Sherman, former 
State Department of! cial; Renata 
Dwan, Senior Of! cer at the U.N. 
civilian capacities initiative; Steve 
Connors, freelance photojournalist 
and award winning ! lmmaker; 
and Vanni Cappelli, writer and 
president of the Afghanistan Foreign 
Press Association. The event was 
moderated by Michael Scammell, 
writer, translator, biographer, and 
past president of PEN American 
Center.
 “Afghanistan: (Un)Ordinary 
Lives “, a collection of Manca Juvan’s 
work on Afghanistan, presents a 

more nuanced image of the country, 
one which tells more than just the 
news coming from the country. 
The photos were taken on several 
trips to Afghanistan between 2003 
and 2009, and are included in the 
book featuring quotations from her 
conversations with common people. 
The book (Un)Ordinary Lives was 

! rst published in Slovenia in 2010; 
its English edition was launched by 
IRD in February.
 The exhibition was earlier on 
display at the Slovenian Embassy in 
Washington, D.C. and at the State 
Capitol Building in Denver, CO. 
More information at: http://www.
unordinarylives.com/

  CULTURE

Afghanistan (Un)Ordinary Lives in NYC

Panelists Renata Dwan, Matthew Sherman, Manca Juvan, moderator 
Michael Scammell, Steve Connors and Vanni Cappelli at the MC Gallery.
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   TO DO LIST

Book Presentation - Marks Under the Skin/Stories from a Children’s Home
Presentation and reading of a book by Zdravko Zupan!i!, who has devoted most of his professional life to 
teaching the art of speaking. Marks Under the Skin/Stories from a Children’s Home:  Diary of a Teacher of 
Blind and Visually Impaired Children is a collection of stories based on his experience as a young teacher nearly 
three decades ago. A unique collection of poetic, heartwarming and often humorous stories that capture  the 
complexity in the lives of bright young children li ving in perpetual darkness was also made into an audio book 
read by Erica Johnson Debeljak with music by Lado Jakša.
When: October 29 at 7:00 PM
Where: Bluestockings bookstore in New York City, 172 Allen St., New York, NY 10002
More information: http://bluestockings.com/

 At its session on May 
30, 2012, the Government 
of the Republic of Slovenia 
adopted decisions on the 
closure of 6 diplomatic/consular 
representations of Slovenia 
abroad, including the Consulate 
General of Slovenia in New York. 
 The decision on the 
closures came as a result of the 
dif" cult " nancial and economic 
situation in Slovenia, which has 
required the Government to 
adopt austerity measures that 
affect all spheres of its work, 
including foreign affairs. 
 The New York Consulate 
will close its doors on October 
31, 2012 . As of October 22, 
2012 , all consular, cultural, 

economic and other inquiries 
from applicants residing in the 
following states: Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Rhode Island, and 
Vermont should be directed 
to the Embassy of Slovenia in 
Washington, DC. The embassy 
can be reached easiest 
through the general e-mail 
address vwa@gov.si 
 The Consulate General 
of Slovenia in Cleveland will 
still be providing assistance 
to applicants from Colorado, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.

  ANNOUNCEMENT

Consulate General in NY is Closing on October 31, 2012

Kids’ Euro Festival 2012
A celebration of European arts for kids at the largest children’s performing arts festival in the Unit ed States with 
250 free performances, workshops and " lms#
Slovenia’s FRU FRU Theatre will present a puppet show: Videk’s New Shirt (Kdo je napravil Vidku sraj!i co?)
When: October 17 - November 14, 2012
Where: different venues in Washington, DC, Maryland, and Virginia
More information and schedule of the performances: www.KidsEuroFestival.org

Slovenian guitarist Mak Grgi! in Recital
At 25, Mak Grgi$ was recently hailed by the Washington Post as “a lyrical insightful player …as playing with 
“beauty” and “intelligence,” calling his interpreta tions ”nuanced and introspective.”
When: Sunday, October 21st, 2012 at 7:00 p.m
Where: USC Thornton School of Music, Jeanette MacDonald Hall, USC Campus, Los Angeles, CA 
90089-0851 
More information: www.makgrgic.com
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Discover Enchanting Slovenia 
Zoya D. Pinto, a native of this little known and enchanting scenic part of Europe, will take you on 
an extended video tour of Slovenia, a country reach in beautiful art, architecture and a long history 
in! uenced by the Roman Empire, the Republic of Venice, and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
This video by Zoya D. Pinto, will introduce you to Ljubljana (the vibrant political and cultural capital 
of Slovenia), Ptuj (a town dating back to the Stone Age), the dramatic Julian Alps, the year-round 
resorts of Bled and Bohinj lakes, the mysterious caves of Postojna, and the charming Adriatic Sea 
resorts of Koper, Piran, and Portorož. You will also learn about some traditional festivals and much 
more. 
This DVD is a perfect gift for anyone wanting to learn about the country of his ancestors. It is also 
a nice gift for American or Canadian friends who like to enrich their lives through the experiences 
of other travelers. 
For a one-minute trailer click on http://svn.amebylon.net/blog
For any additional info or for the order form sent email to either zdproduction@hotmail.com or to 
zdpinto42@gmail.com.

DiDiDiDiDiscscscovovov ererer  E E E E Encncnchahahahahantntntntnt ininininin g g g SlSlSlSlSlovovov enenen iaiaiaiaiaDiDi  E E hahantnt inin SlSl iaia

SlovenSki Program for 2013 
Schedule:
February: 1-3, 2013 SlovenSki weekend Windham, NY
February 15-23, 2013    SlovenSki trip to 3 Vallees, France
March 18-24, 2013    Nastar Nationals Aspen/Snowmass (quali" ed racers)
April 1-7, 2013       SlovenSki week in Sun Valley, ID 
More information and application form: John F Kamin, 61-32 75th Place, Middle Village, NY 11379, phone: 
(718) 424-2711, email: Jfkamin@verizon.net

Sloven Ski Program fo r 20 13

In the Realm of the Goldenhorn
Silent pianist Andrej Gori#ar accompanies " rst Slovenian feature " lm with his own compositions. Admi ssion 
free.
When: Saturday, November 3, 2012 at 8:00 p.m.
Where: Robert Kauffman Theater in the Pascal Center for Performing Arts, Annapolis, MD
More information: http://www.worldartists.org/

In  t he  Realm  of th e Gold enho rn

Embassy Series: Andrej Gori!ar, piano
The Embassy Series and the Embassy of Slovenia present the pianist and composer Andrej Gori#ar, who will 
accompany a silent classics Sunrise: A Song of Two Humans (director F. W. Murnau, U.S., 1927, 95 min) with 
his unique music.
When: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Where: Embassy of Slovenia, 2410 California Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20008
More information: www.embassyseries.org

Emba Seri An dr ej G i! pi

Beyond by Michael Benson
A spectacular photography exhibition of images from space.
When:  Monday through Friday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Where: Embassy of Slovenia, 2410 California Street, NW, Washington, DC 20008
More information about the work of Michael Benson on: http://www.kinetikonpictures.com/

Be nd  b Mi ch l Be

Concert of the 4 Saxess Saxophone Quartet 
Renowned Slovenian musicians Lev Pupis, Tomislav Žužak, Primož Fleischman and Dejan Preši#ek 
playing compositions of Slovenian and American composers, as well as arrangements based on 
Slovenian and Balkan folk songs.
When & where: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 at 7:00 p.m .; venue TBD, Salisbury University, Salisbury, MD. Free 
entrance.
When & where:  Thursday, November 1m 2012 at 7:00 p .m. at the Pealer Recital Hall - Performing Arts Center, 
Frostburg State University, Frostburg, MD
Admission free.


